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Blue and Silver

INow in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken
of all the inhabited earth. °This was the first census taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. *And everyone was on his way to register for the census, each to
his own city. *“Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea,
to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and
family of David, °in order to register along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and
was with child. °While they were there, the days were completed for her to give
birth. "And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and
laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. (Luke 2:1-7)

The Christmas Blues
Emotional Stress

Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was
found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 1:18)

Relational Stress

Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. (Matthew 1:19)

Physical Stress

Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of
David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David,
in order to register along with Mary (Luke 2:4,5)

Financial Stress

And she gave birth to her firstborn son,; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid
Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. (Luke 2:7)

The Silver Lining

Weeping may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning (Psalm 30:5)

Trust In God’s Providence
When the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son (Galatians 4:4)

Trust In God’s Plan

22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: %" The
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him
‘Immanuel’—which means, ‘God with us.”” (Matthew 1:22,23)

But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. (Luke 2:19)

God Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes;
and there will no longer be any death, there will no longer be any mourning, or
crying, or pain; the first things have passed away. (Revelation 21:3-4)



