
2017 Ladies Christmas Tea
HOSTING A TABLE

THANK YOU FOR BEING A HOSTESS FOR OUR LADIES CHRISTMAS TEA!

As a hostess, you are responsible for decorati ng your table. This is a fun and important part of the tea. From 
elegant to fun and whimsical, the variety of centerpieces and dinnerware is what makes each table unique 
and beauti ful. Your centerpiece can be designed with whatever you like: fresh fl owers, silk arrangements, 
ornaments, holiday themes, etc. *Note: no confetti  , glitt er or balloons may be used at the Colonnade. Candles 
may be used but must be enclosed. No open fl ames. (For example, you may place candles in a hurricane globe.) 
Be sure to incorporate a table number into your design so your guests and servers can easily fi nd your table. The 
table number will be provided to you. 

From fi ne china to plasti c, whatever type of dinnerware you use is okay. You will need 10 dinner plates, 
silverware, napkins, and tea glasses for each guest. Coff ee cups, tea pitchers, and salt and pepper shakers are 
opti onal. We will have these available. The men will serve dinner on plasti c dinner plates placed on top of the 
dinner plate already there. Salad and dessert will also be served on clear plasti c plates.  Please do not bring 
salad or dessert plates from home. This makes it much easier on you and also on our caterer by allowing for 
swift er serving and less mess, and preventi ng dinnerware from going to the wrong table (someti mes several 
people have the same patt ern). We will serve tea, water, and coff ee. Cups will be available for coff ee and cider.

This year, a black linen tablecloth will be available by the Colonnade (no white). (Tables are 60” and will have 90” 
tablecloths.) The tablecloth will be on your table when you arrive to decorate. Please leave it on your table aft er 
the tea that evening. All tables will have 10 places so keep in mind how much room each guest will have. 

A small gift  for your guests is opti onal. Most hostesses do give a small gift  to each person at their table such as 
fresh baked goods, candy, home canned goods, a poem, ornaments, pictures frames, a bookmark, etc. We have 
seen so many great ideas that are inexpensive and easy to create. 

Dress for the evening can be anything from dressy to casual, something you would wear to church. Many of the 
ladies wear pants with a prett y Christmas sweater. 

Captains will be available each day of the tea to help you when you decorate. They will direct you to your table 
and have any informati on you need. 

NOTE: Don’t forget to bring something to light your candles. 


