
God is working and transforming lives, and we have the privilege of joining God in 
this process. I believe that God wants Silverdale to break down every wall so that we 
can more eff ectively touch our community. In order to do that we’ve got to see people 
through the eyes of Jesus. 

Recently, I shared four specifi c goals that we as a church will seek to accomplish in 
the next 24 months, our vision for 2020.

We want to continue reaching the next generation by building a new 
worship center for our Creekside Campus which will double our space to 
reach more youth in our Student Ministry Building.

We want to more eff ectively reach the world around us by building a 
coff ee house, which will serve as an alternative worship venue where we 
can interact and reach the unchurched.

We want our church to take the lead in reaching our city and community 
by using all profi ts from our coff ee house to fund partnerships touching 
the inner city. 

We want to reach Apison by purchasing land for a future church campus. 
Apison is about to experience a population explosion, and we want to be 
prepared to reach these new families for Christ.
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I believe God is going to reach thousands of people through our eff orts in these four 
areas. Any time you start making plans like this, it comes at a premium price. Silverdale 
is extremely conservative when it comes to managing money and construction costs. 
So, we are setting a goal for our congregation to raise 4.5 million dollars over the next 
two years. We believe it will take that much to construct the new Creekside Campus 
Worship Center, the coff ee house and purchase the land needed in Apison. 

I am asking every household, to prayerfully consider making a two-year, sacrifi cial 
commitment (above your ongoing tithes and off erings), to Reach 20/20. Silverdale is 
a large church, but we need every member’s participation to raise 4.5 million dollars. 
With God’s guidance and your generosity, I believe we will.

In the days ahead, you will receive more information about Reach 20/20 and the 
ways you can participate. For now, please make this a special matter of prayer for 
you and your family. These are exciting times for Silverdale, may God be glorifi ed as 
we move forward and reach our world for Him.

We are experiencing some of the most exciting 
days in the history of our church. 

tony Walliser, Senior Pastor

Yours 
    in Christ,



Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Look, your King is coming to you; He is righteous and 
victorious, humble and riding on a donkey. (Zechariah 9:9, HCSB)

Why are we doing this building campaign? Well, let me state from the very beginning that 
it’s not about you. Most of our decisions are fi ltered through the question, “What’s in it 
for me.” But when we become followers of Jesus Christ, the lens and fi lter of our lives has 
changed. The motive of our decisions moves from us to the Lord and touching others. 

And that is why we are in this building and giving campaign. It is all about touching more 
people with the gospel of Jesus Christ. It’s not just about expanding facilities; it’s about 
touching more families. It is not just about more space; it’s mostly about more salvations. 
It’s not about a change of venue but a change of lives.

When you give to the kingdom of God, it makes a way for other people to hear about Christ? 
Above is the prophecy from the book of Zechariah which foretells of Jesus’ triumphant 
entry into Jerusalem. The Messiah would come riding on a donkey. What most people 
don’t recognize is that the donkey didn’t belong to Jesus. Jesus rode in on a donkey that 
was somebody else’s donkey. There was some guy who gave his donkey to Jesus. We 
don’t know his name or what he did for a living. But we know that when Jesus needed 
transportation, fulfi lling an Old Testament prophecy, there was one unnamed person who 
said, you can use what I have. His gift made a way for Jesus to come. 

It is the same with you. Your gifts, make a way for others to hear and know Christ. God will 
use your gift to make a way for others to fi nd the same freedom and grace and power and 
life that you have in Jesus Christ.

Prayer: Father, I am so blessed. I live in a country where others have died so I could 
be free. I eat fruit from trees that others have planted. I worship in buildings that others’ 
generosity has provided. Help me to give, so the next generation may hear as well. Use my 
generosity to make a way for others to hear. 

MaKinG a Way For otHerS
Tony Walliser, Senior Pastor1Day

Nehemiah 3:1-32

Warren Wiersbe has written: “British humorist Jerome K Jerome said, ‘I like work, it fascinates 
me. I can sit and look at it for hours.’ When it comes to the work of the Lord, there is no place 
for spectators or self-appointed advisors and critics; but there is always room for workers.”

We have begun our fundraising campaign for the Silverdale Center. The plans have been 
years in the making and covered in a multitude of prayer. It will take every single one of us 
reading this devotion book to make this dream a reality for the people of Silverdale.

When I read the quote above by Wiersbe, I am reminded of those spiritual giants of Silverdale 
Baptist Church who have gone before us. As far back as 1889, those individuals saw the need 
for your child, our students, to have a place that would educate them through a spiritual 
worldview long before your child was even born. Long before all of us were even born. They 
saw the need, and they refused to sit and look at the need without doing something about 
it. So they joined together, much like those citizens in the Book of Nehemiah did when the 
call was given to rebuild Jerusalem’s wall. They banded together monetarily and physically 
to make it happen for the Lord, themselves and the children of the present and the future.

God has called us to expansion. We feel the Silverdale Center is an answer to this call. It 
cannot and will not happen without each of us asking the Lord what He would have our 
fi nancial role to be in this project. I pray that you will ask Him. It is time for our generation to 
now “build it forward” for students we will never meet this side of Heaven. Is there anything 
nobler?

I often refer to myself as the “memory keeper” for the academy. I have watched it grow from 
6 students to over 1,000 students in 18 years. I have witnessed miracle after miracle as God 
raised this academy up against all the odds. I know that God is able. I know that His Hand 
is upon this place. I believe that for as long as He has me in this position, He will continue to 
give me a vision for Silverdale Baptist Academy. I see the Silverdale Center completed. I see 
students and adults alike coming to a saving grace of Jesus Christ through its venues. I see it. 
I claim it. I support it. I ask that you prayerfully consider doing the same.

it taKeS uS aLL
Becky Hansard, Silverdale Baptist Academy Headmaster2Day



I exalt You, my God the King, and praise Your name forever and ever. I will praise You every 
day; I will honor Your name forever and ever. Yahweh is great and is highly praised; His 
greatness is unsearchable. One generation will declare Your works to the next and will 
proclaim Your mighty acts. (Psalm 145:1–4, HCSB)

My wife Ileana and I love giving gifts. Especially to our grandkids! There’s something really 
special about being able to surprise them with a gift we know they really wanted. The 
expressions of joy on their faces are priceless. 

Have you ever thought about what kind of gift God would desire from you? What would it be? 

Jesus answers that question for us in John 4:23 by stating, “But an hour is coming, and is 
now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and in truth. Yes, the 
Father wants such people to worship him”. God desires true worshipers.

In Psalm 145, we see an example of a true worshiper. In this Psalm, we see David exalting 
God for who He is and praising Him for what He has done. Notice how David starts verse 
one by calling Him, my God and King. Then in verse two, David expresses his desire to bless 
and praise God’s name forever and ever. He later mentions in verse three how great and 
highly the Lord is to be praised; he reminds us that the Lord’s greatness is unsearchable. 
For David, worship was a lifestyle. He reminds us that the best gift we can give God is a life 
devoted to true worship. 

David’s life of worship fueled his passion for declaring God’s goodness and faithfulness. 
In Psalm 145:4, David reminds us of the importance of declaring God’s goodness from one 
generation to another. That’s my prayer for us as a church. 

We have been so blessed here at Silverdale Baptist, and I am truly humbled to be part 
of such a serving and generous church. My desire as the local missions pastor is that our 
worship will fuel our mission to spread the good news of Jesus in our community from one 
generation to the next. I’m reminded of the words of John Piper who says, “Missions exist 
because worship doesn’t.” May our hearts be burdened for those in our community who 
can’t worship God like we do because they don’t know God personally. 

May we present God with our best gift—daily worship manifesting itself in a life on mission. 
Let’s keep working together to impact our community and the world for the glory of God by 
living out our church’s mission statement to Worship, Grow, and Serve. 

our BeSt GiFt to GoD
Gus Hernandez, Local Missions/Outreach Pastor3Day

Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever 
drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give 
him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” (John 4:13-14, ESV)

It’s midday, the sun is beating down, and right about now… water sounds quite refreshing. 
A Samaritan woman is traveling to gather water from a local well in the city. She has been 
here many times before, thousands of times. However, this visit will not be like any before. 
A Jewish Man waits for her, weary from His journey, and He is asking for a drink.

Aside from racial diff erences, nothing was uncommon about this encounter. Men & woman 
frequented the well daily. For agriculture, animal husbandry, cooking, personal hygiene, 
and drinking purposes. Water was a need for everyday life & people would gather around 
for it. Jesus knew he could fi nd her there. A simple woman stuck in adultery, carrying 
the full weight of her sin. She just wanted water, but she needed a Savior. She wanted to 
hide her shame, but Jesus wanted to take it. What if Jesus showed up in your mundane 
everyday schedule like this, & began to look at your heart? At the gas station? On the 
elevator at work? Or sitting beside you at the coff ee house? Talk about an unforgettable 
latte. The conversation is easy, yet with each word, He breaks down barriers of the heart. 
It’s something I love about Him; He just walks right up. It doesn’t matter if you are a stay 
at home mom, hard-working student, contractor, plumber, or accountant. You may serve 
diligently in the church or may have never graced its doors. Yet, He meets with you. I have 
Good News to the simple; the Gospel is for you.

“Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He 
told me all that I ever did.” (John 4:39, ESV)

“Many believed.”

The Samaritan was just an average woman of the town, divorced multiple times, and 
gathering water for the day. She simply told of her encounter with the living Son of God, 
and others were blessed because of it. It wasn’t just her either, the same happened with 
fi shermen, widows, prostitutes, and tax collectors. Common men & woman, sinners who 
had nothing to off er, but who had been with Jesus. 

Have you been with Jesus? If so, someone is coming to the well today & they are desperate 
for a drink! Will you tell them about a Man who gave you streams of Living Water instead?

“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John and perceived that they were 
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been 
with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13, ESV)

Meet Me at tHe WeLL
Cody Pope 4Day



Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful. (Hebrews 10:23, ESV)

One Hebrew word for faithful is “chesed.” When translated, we fi nd that it correlates God’s 
faithfulness to His love for His people. From the standpoint of an 18-year-old, I have found 
that we are bound to go through numerous trials. These are the trials that can shape our 
testimonies, test our faith, and draw us closer to our God. But these are also the trials that 
can break us if we do not look to God’s faithfulness despite our pain. 

As I dealt with a life-changing sickness for months, God was still faithful. As my dreams 
of being a collegiate softball player didn’t pan out, God was still faithful. In the midst of 
hospital rooms, God was still faithful. When I doubted God’s ability to work everything for 
good, God was still faithful. As God healed me out of a wheelchair, let me say it again: God 
was still faithful. He was faithful, is faithful, and always will be faithful. 

God’s faithfulness can be seen in the midst of suff ering and great joy. Countless times 
throughout my day, God reminds me of every single trial in my life that He has worked 
for good.

And with each reminder of His faithfulness, I’m left in a puddle of joy on the fl oor. The same 
God who knelt to answer Job is still showing His faithfulness today(Job 38-42). As we go 
on with hopes and prayers for God to use Silverdale Baptist Academy in big ways, let us 
not forget of His faithfulness. Let us not forget what He has already done in each of our 
lives. Let us not be distracted by the world, but let us be enthralled by the history of God’s 
faithfulness. So with that, I want to challenge you to examine your lives, with an emphasis 
on how God has been faithful, and continuously focus on the sure fact that our God is a 
faithful God. 

Prayer: “God, help me dwell on the numerous times that You have shown Your faithfulness 
to me. As I wake up each day, let Your faithfulness empower me to have Your perspective 
on circumstances. God, let my life be an unmistakable example of Your faithfulness. Amen.”

He iS SureLy FaitHFuL
Shelby Duggard 5Day

Look, I am about to do a new thing; even now it is coming. Do you not see it? Indeed, I will 
make a way in the wilderness, rivers in the desert. (Isaiah 43:19, HCSB)

We all love new things…new clothes, new car smell, a new restaurant, a new addition to 
the family, new coach(!). But usually the new brings change..uh oh, that dreaded word…
CHANGE. More often than not, “new” and “change” are inevitably linked. And, some of us(no 
off ense, self) struggle with change, making adjustments, dealing with uncertainties, etc. 

Ironically, our great God, who changes not (Malachi 3:6), loves to introduce change and new 
things into the lives of His creation (2 Corinthians 5:17). That’s what happened to me 4 & 1/2 
years ago at Silverdale. Pastor Tony asked me if I would lead this new venture at our church, 
the Creekside service, which would, in essence, become somewhat of a new “campus” or 
venue for worship. Having thoroughly enjoyed my previous ten years at Silverdale, I have to 
admit, I was excited about this new adventure, while at the same time, equally anxious about 
the uncertainty of what the future held.

As I claimed the promises of God, particularly the one from Isaiah about His assurance that 
He would be doing the new thing - not me - I sensed a new confi dence and a fresh joy of 
ministry quite unlike any of my earlier years in the church world. Our Amazing Lord began to 
“make a way” in young people’s lives. I was blown away by the moving of the Holy Spirit as He 
literally made “rivers in the desert” in families that He was bringing to Creekside. It appeared 
that God was doing His “new thing” in a unique way by using the powerful preaching of Pastor 
Tony, the anointed worship of Haley & the Creekside Band, combined with my shepherding 
passion for engaging people, to raise up a new branch of the Silverdale family. God blessed 
His “new thing” so incredibly with new families, baptisms, & changed lives, that we were 
forced to start a second Creekside service, and now we are almost full in both of those…praise 
His Name! 

THANK YOU, God, for doing Your new thing at Silverdale! Now, as we embark on this new 
2020 Vision, I can’t wait to see what He will be doing next! 

neW tHinGS
Chuck Patrick, Membership & Creekside Campus Pastor6Day



There’s a boy here who has fi ve barley loaves and two fi sh--but what are they for so many? 
(John 6:9, HCSB)

When the crowd shows up in John 6 to hear Jesus teach and see him perform miracles, 
the disciples are caught off  guard. Jesus, askes Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that 
these people may eat?” With a quick tally and guessing somewhere around 5,000 men, 
not including women and children, Philip knew that feeding this many people would be 
impossible. His response to Jesus in verse 7, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread would 
not be enough….” In other words, it would take half a year’s worth of pay, and that would 
only be enough for everyone to get a crumb of bread. Not only that, but the nearest Publix 
was simply too far away. Philip, along with the other disciples were overwhelmed with the 
impossible, but Jesus had a plan.

If you live long enough, you begin to become vividly aware of the can and can’ts of life. We 
know what we can make happen and what we can’t get done. It’s not always that way with 
children and teenagers. There is still a naïve hope and belief. It’s the naïve belief of the 
teenage boy who tells Andrew, “I’ve got fi ve fi sh sub sandwiches.” Andrew knows there is 
no way that fi ve fi sh sandwiches will make a dent in the bellies of 5,000 hangry men, as he 
tells Jesus, “There is a boy here who has fi ve barley loaves and two fi sh, but what are they 
for so many?” Andrew knew it was impossible, but Jesus had a plan. 

Jesus plan was to show his disciples that when a young naïve boy believes that the 
unlimited Son of God, Jesus Christ, can take his limited resources (fi ve-foot-long fi sh subs), 
and resource 5,000 hungry men with full bellies and still have 12 baskets of leftovers when 
they were done. So often we see our next generation, our children, and teenagers, as the 
future leaders of our Church, when in reality, their naïve hope and belief has the powerful 
potential to lead out today in how they trust God for big things. 

My prayer is that we would see the potential in our Next Generation, not as the future 
leaders of the Church, but as a naïve Next Generation who often lead the way with their 
limited resources as they follow their limitless God. I hope that you and I would be a lot like 
Andrew. That even when we can’t understand how a very limited young boy or a young girl 
could make an impact in our Church or even our world, that we would still be willing to give 
them an opportunity to be used by our unlimited Savior! Jesus has big plans for our Naïve 
Next Generation at Silverdale Baptist Church.

our neXt naÏve Generation 
Matt Boone, Student Pastor7Day

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28:19, ESV)

What did Jesus mean by “make Disciples” or “turn people into Disciples”?

Imagine memorizing the 1st fi ve books of the Bible and learning what they mean by the age 
of 12, this was the life of every Jewish boy that lived in a certain area of Galilee. All of Jesus’ 
disciples except Judas were from this same place. If a boy had the passion and discipline, 
at 15, they could approach one of the great Rabbi’s, and ask, “can I follow you?” After his 
obedience and passion was tested, the young man would be invited to follow the Rabbi or 
sent away to join his father’s trade instead. 

To “follow” a Rabbi means to become just like him; if the Rabbi limped then his disciples 
limped if the Rabbi prayed then his disciples would listen and imitate his prayer. Following a 
Rabbi was the highest honor a young man could bring upon his family. But Jesus fl ipped the 
script! In Matthew, while walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is 
called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fi shermen. 
And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fi shers of men.” (Matthew 4:18-19)

Don’t miss this! Jesus did not require them to approach him like the other Rabbis. He 
extended the invitation to the disciples to become like him. “I will make you…” he said, 
and Jesus did exactly that! He turned those racist, fi shermen, tax collectors and Zealots 
into prototypes of himself. He didn’t wait until they were proven. Once the Holy Spirit 
came at Pentecost, the Disciples taught, served, healed and many even died like Jesus. 
Everything they did was to be like their Rabbi. Have you ever wondered why Peter walked 
on water? It was because his Rabbi did. Why did they anticipate enduring persecution? It 
was because their Rabbi did. Why were they certain they would one day be resurrected? 
Yep, you probably guessed it. 

Before Jesus came on the scene, it was the disciple’s job to work hard to become like his 
Rabbi, but many of them failed. Jesus put the responsibility on his disciples because when 
the process is completed, every disciple will become a disciple-maker like his Rabbi. (Luke 
6:40) Because of their obedience, I was saved in 1997 in my school’s library. That command 
was not only to the Apostles; it is to every disciple of Jesus Christ. 

reFLeCtion: If you were to duplicate your life, would it benefi t or hurt the kingdom of God? 

Prayer: Ask God to send you a godly person to disciple you. Don’t stop until you fi nd one. 

MaKe DiSCiPLeS
Avery Blue, College & Young Professionals Pastor8Day



Do you not say, “There are yet four months, and then comes the harvest”? Behold, I say to 
you, lift up your eyes and look on the fi elds, that they are white for harvest. Already he who 
reaps is receiving wages and is gathering fruit for life eternal; so that he who sows and he 
who reaps may rejoice together. For in this case the saying is true, “One sows and another 
reaps”. (John 4:35-37, NASB)

I will never forget the fi rst time I drove from my hometown of East Ridge all the way out to 
Apison. The 30-minute drive felt like it took hours and hours as I passed the miles and miles 
of what seemed like deserted farm land. It was a diff erent world for me similar to what I’m 
sure the disciples must have felt when they went to Samaria, but there was a beautiful girl 
that I needed to see, so the long journey was well worth it. 

In John 4 Jesus took His disciples on a journey to Samaria. Samaria was a place that most 
Jews would avoid going through, but unbeknownst to the disciples, Jesus had plans to meet a 
woman there. She was searching for water in the hottest part of the day, but what she found 
was living water. Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will never thirst again.” 
Hearing this, the woman left and told the men she may have found the Christ. The disciples 
were astonished that Jesus would be speaking to a Samaritan woman for they did not fully 
understand Jesus’ mission yet. In verses 35-37 Jesus said to them, “Do you not say, ‘There are 
yet four months, and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look 
on the fi elds, that they are white for harvest. Already he who reaps is receiving wages and is 
gathering fruit for life eternal; so that he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. 
For in this case the saying is true, ‘One sows and another reaps’.”

A lot has changed in Apison in the last 20 years since my fi rst trip. That beautiful girl I went 
to see has become my wife, and along with our two children Apison has become our home. 
That long journey covered by deserted farm land has now become home to thousands and 
thousands of new families. It seems like every week a new subdivision is sprouting up. 
The fi elds are white for harvest in Apison. Will you pray how God wants you to give to His 
harvest? I am so excited for the day our Apison Campus is opened and we can all rejoice 
together as we reap a harvest for God’s kingdom. 

reJoiCe toGetHer 
Ricky Allison9Day

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching? (Romans 10:14, ESV)

The good news: you’ve just inherited $10 million from a distant relative! The bad news: no 
one told you about it, so your life is unchanged. 

The truth is Good news is only good news for you when you hear it and act on it. The 
problem is many, even in our city, never hear it and cannot act on it.

Since the gospel is good news for all, we must do everything we can to proclaim it to all.

When I was in high school, a farmer from a rural area donated 5 acres of a cotton fi led 
to our small church. It was determined that we should plant a church on the land. The 
problem was the cost was high for our small church.

Some believed that the cost was too high and asked, “why could they not just drive to our 
small established church?” Honestly, in man’s eye that did make more economical sense. 
But, God does not think as we do.

In the end, our small church determined that the Lord had called us to plant a church in this 
rural area. Great sacrifi ces were made, directions changed, and a double-wide trailer was 
purchased, and a steeple placed on the roof. 

Today the church is a healthy growing church reaching people that our church would have 
never been able to reach.

Prayer: My heavenly Father, place in me a heart for the lost. Give me wisdom and insight 
to do all I can to tell as many as I can about The Good News of Jesus. 

GooD neWS For aLL
Travis Jones, Associate Teaching Pastor10Day



TO PRAY FOR REACH 20/20
Seven Ways 

Pray for the Student Ministry of our church.
Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers 

in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. (1 Timothy 4:12, NIV)

You can pray for this ministry the portico of Student Ministry Building.

Pray for the Creekside Campus of our church.
One generation shall commend your works to another, 
and shall declare your mighty acts. (Psalm 145:4, ESV)

You can pray for this campus in the open fi eld across from the baseball fi eld, next to the creek.

Pray for the Coff ee House.
Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. 

It was about noon. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, 
“Will you give me a drink?” (John 4:6-7, NIV)

You can pray for this ministry in the open lot at the corner of Bonny Oaks and Silverdale Road.

Pray for our city.
“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and 
put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your 

light shine before others, so that[a] they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is 
in heaven. (Matthew 5:14-16, ESV)

Pray for our Ministry Partners.
“Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind 

and the lame.” ‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’ 
Then the master told his servant, “Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them 

to come in, so that my house will be full.” (Luke 14:21-23, NIV)

Pray for land in Apison area.
Ask me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession.

(Psalm 2:8, NIV)

Pray for our Pastors, staff , and leadership.
Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life 

and imitate their faith. Have confi dence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they 
keep watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a 

burden, for that would be of no benefi t to you. (Hebrews 13:7,17, NIV)
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