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Silverdale Baptist
5 THINGS EVERY CHRISTIAN NEEDS TO GROW •  THE WORD •  2 TIMOTHY 3:14-17 •

9/19-20/2020

Leader: This lesson focuses on 2 Timothy 3:14-17. Bible study is one of the 5 key things we

all need to grow. As in most of the lessons, you will be asked to have someone read the passage
at least three different times. Hearing the Word at least three times helps imprint the passage on
the mind and the heart. If you have an illustration of how the Word of God changed your life or
your world, please share it with your small group. Personal illustrations are almost always the
best.

Also: For this series, Silverdale has produced a daily devotional for you and your group to use to
focus your heart and mind on Scripture. The devotional is available online at
SilverdaleBC.com/SmallGroups and print copies are available at each campus. 

Key Truth
The Bible, as the inspired Word of God, is the driving change force in your life.

Getting Started 
How many of you are intimidated by the Bible? You are a little unsure of what to do
with it.

What is it about the Bible that keeps you from picking it up and reading it?

What would it take to get you over the hesitation and get you to start reading the
Bible?

The Bible is the very Word of God without any error, the sole authority for life and faith. The Bible
is also our primary tool for growing as Jesus' disciples. The greatest commandment teaches us
to love God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind (see Matt. 22:37). The way to learn to love
God with our mind is to be in His Word regularly. 

http://www.silverdalebc.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/SBC-5-Things-Adult-Devo-Guide-6x9.pdf
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Learn
HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 2 TIMOTHY 3:14-17.

What did Paul challenge Timothy to continue in? Why?

Who or what had been Timothy's tutor according to this passage?

This letter, 2 Timothy, was Paul's last letter. Paul wrote this letter shortly before he was martyred
for his faith.

In Paul's last letter, when he knows he is about to die, what does he encourage his
disciple to do to carry on the faith?

 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 2 TIMOTHY 3:14-17.

How exactly is Scripture described in verse 15?

What does it mean that Scripture will give you "wisdom for salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus" (CSV)?

To ask it another way, who does Scripture point to?

 

Scripture points to Christ. From the beginning to the end, Christ is the thread woven through the
Word of God. 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER REREAD VERSES 14-17. 

How is Scripture described in verse 16? 

As you heard Pastor Tony say, the word "inspired by God" means breathed by God. The Bible is
breathed or spoken by God. When you read the Scripture, you are reading the words of God. 

What four things is Scripture good for or profitable for?

According to verse 17, what is the result of Scripture in my life?

Apply

https://www.bible.com/bible/59/2TI.3.ESV
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/2TI.3.ESV
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/2TI.3.ESV
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Leader: Use these questions to help your group discuss the application of the truth to their
personal lives. 

Why do we spend so much of our time studying books about being a Christian instead
of the book that promises to make us mature Christians?

How does this text help us better understand the importance of studying and teaching
Scripture?

How have you seen the Word of God correct or encourage you?

In what ways have you seen the Word of God accomplish the work of maturing in
your life or someone you are close to?

Suggestion

Leader: Refer your group to the daily devotional mentioned at the beginning. For those who want
to go deeper, suggest they read Psalm 119 and list in a journal what God says about the benefits
of Bible study. 

PRAYER
Close in prayer, thanking God for the power of Scripture to bring spiritual growth. Also, thank Him
for the teaching at Silverdale and His use of our pastors and our group leaders to teach us God's
Word each week, helping to equip us to love God and evangelize our community.

Dig Deeper
2 TIMOTHY 3:14-17

3:14-15. Paul encouraged Timothy to continue in or hold on to what he had learned. The term
"continue" is the same term translated "hold to" or "remain" in John 8:31; 15:5-6. It demands more
than merely continuing in orthodoxy. It called for a commitment to live and abide in what
Timothy had learned. A primary purpose of the Scriptures is to help us receive salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus (v. 15). The Scriptures themselves do not provide salvation, but they point to
the Savior who can provide it. The early Christians realized that the Old Testament pointed to
Jesus. Philip explained a passage from Isaiah to the Ethiopian as a prophecy about Jesus (Acts
8:30-35). Jesus told the Jews that their Scriptures testified about Him, but they had failed to
recognize Him (John 5:39-40).
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3:16-17. The Bible is God-breathed or inspired by God. Paul did not discount the role of human
instruments in producing these books (see 2 Pet. 1:21), but God's role was primary. Paul
identified several ways the Bible is useful or profitable for believers. "Teaching" refers to the Bible
as the basis of sound doctrine. Because of the prominence of heresy among his readers, Paul
emphasized the importance of sound teaching. "Reproof" may refer to both exposing the errors
of false teachers (doctrinal) and also showing someone the error of his or her ways (personal).
Either way, the Bible shows us our wrongs and leads us to forgiveness and peace. "Correction"
suggests that God's Word helps people restore their doctrine or practice to the right state they
had forfeited. "Training in righteousness" means the Scriptures act as a disciplinarian that leads
people to a holy lifestyle. If Timothy would nurture his life in the Scriptures, he would be
complete and equipped for every good work. He would be both prepared and qualified for every
task God assigned him.

The Greek word rendered "competent" (v. 17) has the sense of being capable, proficient, or able
to meet all the demands placed upon a person. In the Bible it carries the force of a person who,
through diligent study of Scripture, has progressed spiritually to being able not only to discern
the will of God but also to abide in it consistently. As a result, the complete Christian is fully
engaged, either as layperson or leader, in serving God. Whatever God calls complete Christians to
do, they are ready to follow because of their dedication to the study of the Word and their
obedience to God's teaching. [1]

[1] Commentary provided by Small Groups.com of LifeWay. Author unknown. 

 


