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Key Truth

We are ONE with Christ.

Getting Started

Use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What did you learn last week about the relationship between Christ and us?

What does it mean to you that Christ is in us, and we are in Christ?

Tell us about an opportunity you had last week to look at a situation from a heavenly
perspective instead of a worldly perspective? What happened?

In Christ, we have a new perspective. We have a new world view, a Christ-centered world view.
When the world is crazy around us, we have the supernatural ability to look at it and respond to it
from a heavenly point of view.

Learn

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ EPHESIANS 5:25-32.

What do you learn about Christ in this passage?

What do you learn about the church?

What did Christ do for the church?

In verses 31-32, what is the great mystery Paul talks about?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ COLOSSIANS 1:25-27.

https://www.bible.com/bible/59/EPH.5.ESV
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/COL.1.ESV


Page 2 of 6

What is the mystery Paul talks about in this passage?

How is this similar to Ephesians 5:25-32?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 PETER 1:18-19

How much did God pay for the church, according to Eph. 5:25 and 1 Peter 1?

So, how much is the church worth to God?

How much are you worth to God? 

Pastor Tony talked about the ancient tradition of paying a dowry for a bride. It is still done in
some tribal cultures. Jesus paid the dowry for us, the church, in His blood.

Pastor Tony also talked about the betrothal period in ancient Jewish traditions. Let's look at
some passages that talk about our betrothal to Christ. 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 1:18-19.

What was the relationship between Joseph and Mary in this passage?

How is Joseph described?

The betrothal was a stronger relationship than our engagement is today. You noticed Joseph
was considering a divorce in this passage even though he was not formally married to Mary. 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 2 CORINTHIANS 11:2.

As the church, what is our relationship to Christ?

After the initial engagement or betrothal, it was common for the groom to home to prepare a
place for his bride to live. Let's look at this idea in John 14.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 14:2-3.

Where is Jesus going? Why?

What does He promise in these verses?

We are the bride of Christ, and we are waiting on Jesus to come back and get us. In the
meantime, is Jesus' absence making your heart grow fonder? Or are you an illustration of out of

https://www.bible.com/bible/59/1PE.1.ESV
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/MAT.1.ESV
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/2CO.11.ESV
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/JHN.14.ESV
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sight, out of mind?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JAMES 4:4-5.

How do these verses reflect the idea of out of sight, out of mind?

If we are engaged to Christ, but flirting with the world, then we are really committing adultery. As
the bride of Christ, we should keep ourselves pure. We should read and study the Word of God so
that we fall more and more in love with Jesus. Absence makes the heart grow fonder should be
the mark of our life on earth as we wait for our Lord to return. 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ REVELATION 19:7-9.

Right now, we are engaged or betrothed to Jesus. We are waiting, but only for a while. There is a
day coming with the groom will come for His bride, and we will be caught up to heaven to enjoy
the marriage supper of Lamb with Him. 

Apply

We are one with Christ. We are hidden in our union with Him.

Does your daily life show the world you are in a relationship with Christ? How?

What in your day to day life makes you look like a friend of this world? Are you
camouflaging your walk with Christ, so no one notices? 

Jesus is coming back for us, His bride. What do you need to do to be ready?

How can you deepen your love for Him while He is gone?

 By reading His love letters to us, the word of God, we will grow in our love relationship with Him.
We will find as we read His words, we hear His voice, and we will experience the old saying
absence makes the heart grow fonder.

Pray
Father, keep our eyes focused on You and our minds focused on heaven. May we be so excited
about our upcoming marriage that the whole world knows we are in love with Jesus. Amen.

Dig Deeper

https://www.bible.com/bible/59/JAS.4.ESV
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/REV.19.ESV
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EPHESIANS 5:25-31

5:25 Paul turned to the duties of husbands. The society in which Paul wrote recognized the
duties of wives to husbands but not necessarily of husbands to wives. As in Col 3:19, Paul
exhorted husbands to love their wives; but Ephesians presents Christ’s self-sacrificing love for
the church as the pattern for the husband’s love for his wife.

Husbands are to love their wives continually as Christ loves the church. The tense of the Greek
word translated “love” indicates a love that continues. Love is more than family affection or
sexual passion. Rather it is a deliberate attitude leading to action that concerns itself with
another’s well-being. A husband should love his wife: (1) as Christ loved the church (vv. 25–27);
(2) as his own body (vv. 28–30); and (3) with a love transcending all other human relationships
(vv. 31–33).

5:26–27 Cleansing her with the washing of water: Paul explains more fully the result of Christ’s
atonement for the church: it makes the church holy and pure. The purpose of Christ’s giving
himself up for the church is the church’s sanctification and cleansing.

5:28 Since husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved the church, they give up their
personal rights for the good of their wives. It is a solemn picture of covenant love.

5:29–30 On first reading, Paul seems to have descended from the lofty standard of Christ’s love
to the low standard of self-love when he says no one ever hates his own flesh; but he reminded
Christian couples of their oneness, their “one-flesh” relationship. For this reason a husband’s
obligation to cherish his wife as he does his own body is more than a helpful guide. His
sacrificial love is an expression of the sacred marital union. True love is evidenced when
husbands and wives have this spiritual, emotional, and physical oneness.

5:31–32 Paul appealed to Gn 2:24, which is God’s initial statement regarding marriage. The
marriage commitment takes precedence over every other human relationship.

5:31 One flesh means closely joined. It hallows the biblical standard of covenantal heterosexual
marital relations and excludes polygamy, adultery, and other sexual expressions. What is
primarily a divine ordinance is graciously and lovingly designed for mutual satisfaction and
delight.

5:33 Love … respect concludes and restates this section’s theme. The husband’s ultimate
responsibility is to love his wife with a Christlike love.[1]
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COLOSSIANS 1:25-27

1:25 God’s commission (Eph 1:10; 3:2, 9) pertains to God’s plan for Gentiles to receive salvation
and to share in the inheritance of God’s people. Paul’s role was to make this message fully
known (see note at v. 9).

1:26 The term mystery (cp. v. 27; 2:2; 4:3; Rm 11:25; Eph 1:9; 3:3–9) refers to something that was
previously hidden in God’s plan but has now been revealed. Here it relates to the inclusion of the
Gentiles into the people of God.

1:27 The words glorious and wealth jointly connote the wonder and blessings associated with
this mystery. In you could mean “among you,” or, more likely, refer to Christ’s indwelling of
believers (Rm 8:10; 2Co 13:5; Gl 2:20; Eph 3:17).[2]

MATTHEW 1:18-20

1:18 The words of Jesus Christ are in an emphatic position in the Greek text, implying that the
circumstances of Jesus’s birth differed from those of everyone else in the genealogy. Although
several of those people were conceived by miracles, they all had a human father. Only Jesus was
born of a virgin. Mary had been engaged to Joseph. However, ancient Jewish engagement was
as legally binding as marriage. The couple did not live together or engage in sexual intercourse.
But the engagement could only be ended by divorce (thus, Joseph’s decision in 1:19). Before they
came together means that Joseph and Mary had not yet had intercourse. Joseph thus assumed
that Mary had been unfaithful. Pregnant from the Holy Spirit means that Mary’s pregnancy was
a miracle performed by the Spirit, not that God assumed material form and physically
impregnated her. This makes Jesus’s conception dramatically different from Greek myths that
speak of children born to gods who lay with women.

1:19 Joseph did not want to humiliate Mary publicly because he was a righteous man. His peers
most likely expected him to expose her apparent sin, but true righteousness is characterized by
compassion and mercy, an important theme for Matthew (5:6–7, 21–26, 38–48).

1:20 God spoke to Joseph through dreams, just as he did to his OT namesake (Gn 37:1–11). The
title son of David reminded Joseph of his royal lineage and prepared him for the announcement
of Messiah’s birth. On conceived … from the Holy Spirit, see note at v. 18.[3]

2 CORINTHIANS 11:2-3
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11:2–3 In the marriage analogy in these verses, four parties may be identified: (1) Paul was the
spiritual father of the Corinthians, (2) the Corinthians were a pure virgin daughter of
marriageable age, (3) Christ was the bridegroom to whom the Corinthians were to be given in
marriage (at his return, Rv 19:7–9), and (4) the serpent was the devil working through the false
teachers trying to lure the daughter away from sincere and pure devotion to her bridegroom (vv.
13–14). The reference to the fall (Gn 3) indicates that Paul believed in a historical Adam and Eve
(Rm 5:14; 1Co 15:22, 45; 1Tm 2:13–14).[4]

JOHN 14:2-3

14:2–3 Jesus elsewhere said his followers would be welcomed into “eternal dwellings” (Lk 16:9).
The disciples’ homecoming will be comparable to a son’s return to his father’s house (Lk 15:11–
32). The words I will come again and take you to myself, so that where I am you may be also
echoes the terminology in Sg 8:2. Jesus, the messianic bridegroom (Jn 3:29), said he would
prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house and then come to take them home to be
with him.[5]
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