
DEVOTION 
PRAYER GUIDE





For what does it profit a person to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 
What can anyone give in exchange for his soul? (Mark 8:36-37)

Three years ago, our church purchased 10 acres of land in Apison, o�  of E. 
Brainerd Rd on London Ln. Apison is one of the fastest growing areas in our 
county. According to the most recent survey, there are 33,000 people who live 
within a 5-mile radius of where we are planting our Silverdale Apison Campus. 
And yet, the vast majority of these 33,000 people do not know the Lord or have 
a church home. 

Now, 33,000 is a big number and it is easy to simply think of people based on 
statistics. But people are not numbers to God. No, each of these 33,000 people 
are individuals made in the image of God and someone whom God loves. They 
are valuable to God, and He desires a relationship with them. 

Based on Jesus’ words in Mark 8:36-37, every person is extremely valuable. Most 
of us put value on people based on the kind of car they drive or house they live 
in or the number of zeros in their bank account. Some will value people based on 
their education or social standing. But Jesus said that if you take all the gold and 
money and possessions of this world and put it on one side of the value scale 
and then put the soul of just one person on the other side of that scale; the value 
of that one soul is worth more than all the possessions in this world. 

We o� en mark the value of something based on what someone is willing to 
pay for it. What was God willing to pay for our souls? God bankrupt heaven by 
sending His only Son Jesus, who walked down the starry steps of eternity, into 
time. And He went to the cross for you and I. The crown of thorns on His head, 
belonged on mine. And the cross He died on, we all deserved to be nailed to. 
That’s how valuable you are to God. God demonstrated His love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)

Why are we going through all the e� ort and expense of planting a new church in 
Apison? Because people are valuable to God. Every one of those 33,000 people 
are worth more than all the wealth of this world. And they should be just as 
valuable to us. 

Father, thank You for loving us. Thank You for showing us the value of every 
person on this planet. Forgive us for not seeing people the way You see 
people. Help us to value things the way that You value them. Help us to reach 
those 33,000 people. Help us to show them Your love and mercy. God, You 
said in Your word, “Unless the Lord builds the house, those who labor, labor in 
vain.” (Psalm 127:1) So Lord, build this house of worship, to be a place that can 
reach the many people who live in the Apison area.

1Day 33,000 Reasons
Tony Walliser, Lead Pastor
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Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 
your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)

If you are anything like me, you want it to be pitch black and devoid of any light 
when you crawl into bed at the end of the day. Just a crack of light in the dark 
of the night can be enough to distract me from the sleep I so desperately desire. 
The darkness may be ideal for sleep, but if I try and walk in the darkness, I will 
stub my toe on the corner of a wall due to poor depth perception; I will trip over 
a laundry basket (or three – we have four kids, need I say more); I will awkwardly 
walk like a mummy in order to find my way. But a� er a short while, the darkness 
is no longer as dark. What was once an abyss of darkness is now merely a poorly 
lit room. My eyes have adjusted to the darkness. In fact, my eyes have so aptly 
adjusted to the darkness that the turning on of a light is both blinding and 
irritating. The light immediately becomes too bright and I scramble to shield my 
eyes from it and quickly return back to the darkness. 

We live in a community with many whose eyes have adjusted to the darkness. 
The light is repulsive and o� ensive. They no longer call sin, sin but subjective 
morality. They no longer embrace truth but call relativism truth. They are adverse 
to correction, conviction, and discipline. They believe they are living free lives but 
do not realize the chains of bondage that are being tied on them in the darkness. 

Light brings about clarity, safety, security. Jesus calls us, His church, the light of the 
world (Matthew 5:14). In a lost and sin-filled world, the light of Jesus in us opens the 
eyes of those in the dark. Job said, “My ears had heard of you, but now my eyes 
have seen you” (Job 42:5). Many in our community have heard of Jesus and know 
stories about Him but still walk in darkness. The light is so desperately needed but 
is o� en not activated. An unused light in a dark room is as useless as no light at all.

But we are the light of the world; a city on a hill which cannot be hidden. As 
followers of Christ, we possess the brightest light of all. We cannot allow this light 
to be extinguished or inactive. We must confidently and regularly let His light in 
us permeate and infiltrate the darkness. And so we pray for the lost among the 
33,000:

Father of lights, we are asking that Your light would shine so bright in us so 
that the darkness would be saturated with Your Holy brightness. Let Your 
church of Silverdale Apison be the city on a hill, a beacon to infuse the 
darkness. May those who are lost and wandering find clarity, safety, and 
security in the light of You. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

2Day Let It Shine
Ben Schoening, Silverdale Apison Pastor
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Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain ... (Psalm 127:1)

Our family is tremendously excited about our new campus in Apison, but we 
know that nothing of any size or substance gets built without lots of careful 
planning and preparation. We understand the powe� ul impact it will have on 
the people of this community but recognize there is quite a process involved in 
getting the actual building ready for e� ective use. As we think through the last 
few years of constant manufacturing delays, product/material shortages, and 
labor challenges, it’s easy to feel overwhelmed by all the logistics of this project. 

We know God will work it out in his pe� ect time and plan, but even during this 
period of the construction process, we desire that each individual involved will 
sense his power and presence. Our desire is that the process be “smooth,” but 
experience is there are usually bumps in the road. So, if/when this happens, 
our hope is that those working with us in this project (architects, designers, 
construction workers, contractors) will see the light of the gospel, recognize 
there’s something unique about the people they’re working with, and be pointed 
to Jesus Christ. 

Dear Lord, we are blessed to be embarking on this Apison campus project 
and we know it’s Your will for us to reach the thousands of people in this 
community. We ask specifically that You provide wisdom and discernment for 
those planning this construction process. Give them clarity of thought with 
the goal of creating the best environment for the people of this community 
to worship, grow, and serve. We ask that the process be smooth, delays are 
minimal, and the work done is excellent. We pray for safety and that no one 
is injured or hurt during this entire process. 

Most of all, for all of those individuals we’ll be interacting with outside of 
our Silverdale family, we ask that they palpably see the di� erence in us, 
have open hearts and minds to your Spirit working in their lives, and they be 
forever influenced positively by their work on this project. Thank You, thank 
You, thank You for blessing us with this opportunity and let us be faithful 
during this early construction process to be the hands and feet of Jesus to 
all those involved. We ask this all in Your Son, Jesus’ name, Amen.

3Day Jesus, The Chief Cornerstone 
Paul & Ryan Bowman
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“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides 
in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.” (John 15:4)

1 Corinthians 9:14,16   |   1 Peter 5   |   2 Corinthians 12:9-10

So many blessings and challenges come with the role and title of “Pastor.” It is 
vitally important to pray for our leaders, especially our church leaders and their 
families. It is a life filled with highs and lows that carry a weight like no other. There 
is a spiritual obligation and calling that creates an urgency and responsibility 
with each decision and conversation. This also means that, at times, their own 
families are chosen last due to the prioritization of serving and loving others first. 
There are so many traps set by Satan for our pastors and their families. 

For example, there are traps set for their families as they can become resen� ul 
to the church, its people, and our God for the sacrifices their father and husband 
are making in his service. Traps set for lonely spouses who feel they don’t have 
anyone they can talk to because they don’t want to share about issues that might 
paint the church or their husband in a bad light, but their feelings and issues 
may be real and need to be heard and ministered to as well. There are traps of 
success in the world’s eyes that can create callousness and a distracted heart 
and mind. With so many traps set for them, and such a high honor and weight of 
responsibility, it is of highest value and necessity to cover our pastors and their 
families in prayer, as well as seeing them through a lens of grace, patience, and 
empathy. They are humans figuring it out like the rest of us, just carrying a few 
extra souls along with them. 

God, we li�  up the Schoening family to you as they answer your calling not 
only for Ben, but for their family. We ask that your Spirit begin to fill them, lead 
them, and draw them closer to you, even now. We ask for a spirit of humility to 
flood over Ben so that when people see all the things You are doing through 
him, they look past his skills and traits You have given him and see Jesus. 

We pray for every member of their family to be surrounded with God-loving 
relationships who will love, pray for, listen, and care for them throughout this 
journey. God, we ask for your protection to be over them at their home, in 
the community, and at the church. Draw Ben and Jen closer to Jesus while 
drawing them closer to each other through their trials and successes. Help 
them lead their family as they also care for other families. We ask for prayer 
over Connor, Ethan, Mason, and Brooke as they will face unique challenges 
that at times, they may not feel ready for. God, may Your Spirit be their lens, 
making known Your will for their lives. God bless them and keep them; may 
Your favor be upon them for a thousand generations!

4Day The Schoening Family
Kydon & Sheena Bowen

prayer







For I passed on to you as most impo� ant what I also received: that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised 
on the third day according to the Scriptures ... (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

Throughout Scripture, Jesus values and loves children, and o� en tells believers 
to become like children in their faith in Him. If you have ever spent any time 
with children, you know that they believe things with their WHOLE hearts, they 
have a boldness to say what they believe, and their faith tends to not waiver. At 
Silverdale Kids, our hearts are for kids to know God, love God and to treasure His 
Word. We believe that the most important message that a kid can understand is 
simply from 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 where Paul states,

“For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised 
on the third day according to the Scriptures.…”

If kids in Apison, Tennessee can learn and believe the truth that Jesus died for 
their sins, that He was buried, that He was raised from the dead, and that the 
Bible is true and can be trusted, the WORLD will be changed – not only future
generations, but our current generation, too! Families will be challenged to grow 
in faith together, schools will have lights of the gospel walking through their 
hallways, and neighborhoods will hear and learn the Good News about Jesus. 

As we plan and look ahead to all that God is going to do, we also know that God 
has specifically called an individual to lead our kids, families, and volunteers in 
our church’s mission as Apison’s Silverdale Kids Director. Please join us in praying 
for wisdom as we seek exactly who God has in store to join our team to reach the 
Apison community. 

Father, thank You that You use the least of these to do Your works in mighty 
ways. As we plan and dream of the things that You are going to accomplish in 
the coming years in Apison, we pray specifically for the children whose lives will 
be built on the solid foundation of truth in Christ as they attend Silverdale Kids. 
We pray that families will grow strong in their knowledge of You and Your love 
for them. We pray that parents will grow in their understanding of discipleship 
in their homes. We pray that You will prepare the future Apison Kids Director as 
well as the volunteers that You will use to love and reach each kid who steps 
through our doors. Jesus, use our church as an instrument in Your hands to 
reach the world through our community. In Jesus’ name, let it be, Lord.

5Day
Kids’ Ministry
Lauren Womack, No� h Ooltewah
Silverdale Kids Director
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Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and 
sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” (Matthew 9:35-37)

We are praying, together as a worship sta� , that God would begin raising up 
leaders among our worship teams at Silverdale to be sent out in order to reach 
the neighboring Apison community for Christ. Specifically, I am praying that 
God would guide and direct our path to identify a worship leader embodying 
exceptional character, competency in their music cra� , and calling to the 
mission at Silverdale. One of our core values at Silverdale is to Worship, and we 
believe that when musical worship is stewarded well, the church can and will 
flourish! We are excited to see how God provides as we embark on this journey 
to sta�  the Apison team.

God, we ask even now, would You begin to order our steps and light our path 
as we begin this journey of partnering together in ministry in our neighboring 
Apison community. Would You provide the worship leader that You see fit 
to partner with the mission of Silverdale Baptist Church. Thank You for the 
ways that You have placed your hand of blessing on our church, and I pray 
for harvest to be cultivated by the faithful workers in our church body, Amen! 

6Day
The Workers Are Few 
Clayton Freeman, 
Bonny Oaks Worship Leader
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“…from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint 
supplies, according to the proper working of each individual pa� , causes the 
growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.” (Ephesians 4:16)

You have gi� s and talents that I do not have, and that was not an accident. 
Our omniscient Creator strategically gi� ed you to provide something incredibly 
valuable to His body of believers in order to help all of us grow closer to Him. 
You. Are. Important! You are valuable. We need you. Ephesians 4 makes that 
very clear.

What gi� s has the Lord given you, and how could He use those at 10259 London 
Lane to reach Apison? Could He use your musical skills to help lead others in 
praise of Him? Could He use your hospitality on the guest services team? Could 
He use your enthusiasm in the kids’ ministry? Could He use His love shining 
through you to bring a smile to the face of one of the 33,000? Yes. He can do all 
of those things. Will you pray with me that those whom He is drawing to Apison 
will be willing to be used by God exactly the way He wants to use them to help all 
of us grow closer to Him?

Heavenly Father, THANK YOU for using us as part of Your plan for eternity. 
What an honor to be chosen by the Creator of the universe and to be gi� ed 
by You for Your purposes. Help us, Lord, to identify how You want to use us. 
And Lord, I pray that You would provide volunteers to serve at our Apison 
campus. Our church could not function without our volunteers, so please 
provide willing servants at our Apison campus who will allow You to use them 
to help all of us grow closer to You. In Jesus’ precious name, I pray. Amen.

7Day God’s Plan Includes You
Evan Pierce, Communications Director
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And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do 
not give up. So then, as we have oppo� unity, let us do good to everyone, and 
especially to those who are of the household of faith. (Galatians 6:9-10)

Paul pens some powe� ul words throughout his letter to the church in Galatia but 
two verses that have stuck out for us, especially related to serving at Silverdale 
Baptist Church, are found towards the very end of Paul’s letter. He writes in 
Galatians 6:9-10 - And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we 
will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to 
everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.

Paul is calling us to take special care of our brothers and sisters in Christ in the 
church! While this call certainly extends beyond the walls of the physical church 
building, it begins with how we care for one another on Sunday morning. As 
Silverdale Baptist Church expands into the community of Apison, TN, our heart 
must be to care for each and every person who comes into the doors on Sunday 
morning!

Heavenly Father, thank you so much for the opportunity we have to serve 
alongside one another at Silverdale Apison. We pray that everyone who visits and 
attends a service, whether a first-time churchgoer or a Silverdale member, will 
feel loved and cared for. May Silverdale Baptist Church be a place of belonging 
for every person. Holy Spirit, give us the strength we need to continue to do good. 
Help us to stay the course so that we might not grow weary but love those you 
bring to our campus, especially those who are of the household of faith. May 
Your name be exalted in all things, Amen.

8Day Care For One Another
Taylor & Julie Hasty
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Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you 
have decided in your hea�  to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all 
things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 
(2 Corinthians 9:6-8)

God loves a chee� ul giver. I cringe inside every time I hear verses like this. The 
truth is I am a reluctant giver. Maybe it’s because we’ve had really hard years 
where ends did not meet, maybe it’s because I grew up having less than what 
I perceived others to have, or maybe I just struggle with selfishness. Ask me to 
give my time or my talent and I’m all in; but ask me to tithe or, heaven forbid, give 
above that and I end up looking like the Grinch at Christmas.

But God in His infinite wisdom and love for me reminds me over and over in His 
word that sometimes loving him looks like obedience. “Keep my commands” in 
the Bible is usually followed by God explaining the consequences, whether for 
good or ill. Wisdom, well-being, confidence, abundance, and so much more are 
all products of obedience. For us it is joy in giving. I struggle to give but I find joy 
in the outcome of my giving. I get to be part of God’s mission; I get to experience 
God taking my small gi�  and growing it to reach the lost. I will get to see God 
reach 33,000 through our obedience. That’s joy, pure and simple joy, to know I am 
loving my Father through obedience to His commands and getting to be a part 
of HIS story. We give out of obedience and joy always follows. Will you join us?

Father, You are good and we are grateful. We are grateful for the struggles as 
we grow in our faith. We are grateful for the days when obedience wins and 
joy follows. Father, wherever we are in our journey of giving to Your Kingdom, 
give us bold confidence to step into a new depth of faith. Help us to trust You 
when giving is hard, and give us eyes to see the abundance of Your blessing 
on us. When we struggle to come with joy, accept our humble obedience and 
show us the joy that lies before us. Father, use our small gi� s and magnify 
them to draw in the 33,000. We wait, Lord, with confident expectation that 
You will do as You’ve promised. We wait with hope. In the strong and mighty 
name of Jesus, Amen.

9Day A Chee� ul Giver
Luke & Jennifer Ozment
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Oh, that you would bless me and expand my territory! Please be with me in all 
that I do, and keep me from all trouble and pain! (1 Chronicles 4:10)

And don’t let us yield to temptation but rescue us from the evil one. (Matthew 6:13)

As we launch this next campus in Apison, we are expanding the influence of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are taking the Good News to new and expanded 
territory. When the Apostle Paul described his conversion experience, he 
recounted the Lord’s words to him in Acts 26:

“...Yes, I am sending you to the Gentiles, to open their eyes, so they may turn from 
darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God. Then they will receive 
forgiveness for their sins and be given a place among God’s people, who are set 
apart by faith in me.”

When the Gospel begins to shine into new territory, the enemy will begin to push 
back. The enemy won’t give up ground without a fight. 1 Peter 5:8, reminds us to 
BE ALERT, and Ephesians 6, tells us to put on God’s armor so we may stand firm 
against the strategies of the devil. 

But the good news is that “the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit who 
lives in the world.” (1 John 4:4) 

So today, we claim Apison, TN and the surrounding area for Jesus Christ! We 
claim Romans 8:37, “...overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.”

Today we pray that God’s will would be done on earth as it is in heaven. Today 
we thank God for His presence with us as we take this step of faith. 

Father, we thank You for leading us to Apison, and we look forward to being 
a small part of Your plan to reach this city with the gospel. We ask for Your 
favor as we build the facilities. We pray for wisdom and guidance for those 
that will lead this new campus. Please protect us from the enemy and his 
schemes. Thank you that we can claim overwhelming victory through You. 
We look forward to all that You will do, and we commit to give You all of the 
glory. Amen.

Day
God’s Blessing, 
Presence & Protection
Randy Thomas, No� h Ooltewah Pastor
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