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Main Idea 
 
When we face the chaos of this world we need to remember that someday we will stand before Jesus 
and give an account of the things we have done here on earth, whether good or bad. In Christ we have 
victory, but we also have accountability. 
 
Getting Started 
 

 
 
Learn 

 
|HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 CORINTHIANS 3:10-15 

 
What is the main idea in this passage? 

Who is the foundation of the church? 

1. The testing of your foundation. 
All buildings have a foundation. All builders have a plan, and good builders start their  
plan with a solid foundation. Paul laid the foundation for the church of Corinth, Jesus 
Christ.  The foundation is laid, but are you building on the correct foundation? 
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|HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 2 CORINTHIANS 13:5 

 
Have you ever stopped to examine your walk with Jesus? Are you in the faith? 

 

2. The testing of your works. 
 

Jesus is the foundation of the church. As believers should examine ourselves to see that we are 
in Christ and that we are building our lives on the right foundation. But, what are we building 
with? 
 

What are the building materials Paul mentions? 
 
When it’s time to test our work to see if it is done well, how is our work tested? 

 A. Permanence - Is it temporary or eternal.  
 
  Which of the building materials Paul lists would withstand fire? 
 
  Which of the materials are harder to obtain?  
 
  Which are easier to get? 

 B. Motive – Who am I doing this for? 

 |HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 6:1 & 4. 
 

What do these verses tell us about appropriate motives for building our lives? 

3. The receiving of your rewards. 
 

What happens when our work is tested by fire? 

  Who is rewarded? Who suffers loss? 
 
|HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 25:19-21. 
 

What does Jesus teach about rewards in this passage? 
 
You may be wondering when this trial by fire happens and who is the judge. Let’s look at one 
more passage before we quit. 
 
|HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 2 CORINTHIANS 5:10. 
 

Who do we stand before at the judgment? 
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What are we judged for? 
 
Apply 

 
Have you examined yourself? Are you in the faith? 
 
What has the Holy Spirit shown you in this lesson? 
 
What in your life will burn up at the judgement?  
 
Are you loving others and running hard after God? 

 
Pray  
Lord, the idea of standing before Jesus and having our lives examined is frightening. None of us want to 
be embarrassed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. We want to hear Jesus say, “Well done.” Please help us 
take an honest look at our lives to see what we are doing with the resources, talents, and gifts You 
have given us. 
 
Dig Deeper 
 

First, we must build on the right foundation (vv. 10–11). That foundation is Jesus Christ. When Paul 
came to Corinth, he determined to preach only Christ and Him crucified (1 Cor. 2:1–2). He laid the only 
foundation that would last. In more than thirty years of ministry, I have seen “churches” try to build on 
a famous preacher or a special method or a doctrinal emphasis they felt was important; but these 
ministries simply did not last. The Corinthians were emphasizing personalities—Paul, Peter, Apollos—
when they should have been glorifying Christ. 

The foundation is laid by the proclaiming of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The foundation is the most 
important part of the building, because it determines the size, shape, and strength of the superstructure. 
A ministry may seem to be successful for a time, but if it is not founded on Christ, it will eventually 
collapse and disappear. 

I am thinking now of a pastor who “discovered a great truth” in the Bible (actually, he read it in some 
books) and decided to build his church on the promotion of that “great truth.” He split his church and 
took a group with him who were “devoted to the truth” he had discovered. But the new church never 
succeeded. Now his group is scattered and he goes from church to church, trying to get converts to his 
cause. He built on the wrong foundation. 

Second, we must build with the right materials (vv. 12–17). Paul described two opposite kinds of 
materials, as the chart reveals. 

Gold, Silver, Precious Stones 
 

Wood, Hay, Stubble 
 

Permanent 
 

Passing, temporary 
 

Beautiful 
 

Ordinary, even ugly 
 

Valuable 
 

Cheap 
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Hard to obtain 
 

Easy to obtain 
 

What did Paul want to symbolize by his choice of materials? He is not talking about people, because 
Christians are the “living stones” that make up God’s temple (1 Peter 2:5). I personally believe Paul is 
referring to the doctrines of the Word of God. In each section of this chapter, the Word is symbolized in 
a way that fits the image of the church Paul used. The Word is food for the family, seed for the field, and 
materials for the temple. 

The Book of Proverbs presents the wisdom of the Word of God as treasure to be sought, protected, 
and invested in daily life. Consider these passages: 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. For the merchandise 
of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. She is more precious 
than rubies (3:13–15a). 

My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; so that thou incline 
thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; yea, if thou criest after knowledge, 
and liftest up thy voice for understanding; if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for 
hid treasures; then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God (2:1–
5). 

Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold. For wisdom is better 
than rubies; and all the things that may be desired are not to be compared to it (8:10–11). 

When you remember that Paul has been writing about wisdom in these first three chapters, you can 
easily see the connection. The Corinthians were trying to build their church by man’s wisdom, the 
wisdom of this world, when they should have been depending on the wisdom of God as found in the 
Word.1 
 

 
1 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 580–
581. 


