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Silverdale Baptist  
VICTORY IN CHAOS ~ SIN IN THE CHURCH ~ 1 CORINTHIANS 5 ~ 02/11-12/2023 

 
Main Idea 
 
Gently confronting Christians who have sinned is appropriate and loving.  
 
Getting Started 
 

Have you ever been confronted because of something you did wrong or accused of 
something you didn’t do? 
 
If yes, what happened? What went well? What could have been done better? 
 
What did you learn from the encounter? 
 

Is there a right way to confront someone? Yes, there is. All of us have been accused of 
something we didn't do. We may wish the confrontation, and maybe our response had been 
different. That is why we should always lead with gentleness.  
 
However, in this passage, Paul addresses what to do when someone is guilty of grievous sin and 
unwilling to repent. There is a lot to think about, so let's begin. 
 
Learn 
 
|HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 CORINTHIANS 5. 
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What is the main idea in this passage? 
 
What is the problem Paul is addressing? 

 
Sin in the church? We all know there is sin in the church. Oh, but what a sin this is! Open 
immorality, or maybe a better term, is incest. A man has sexual relations with his father's wife. 
How do we handle something so notorious? In this passage, Paul gives us clear direction on 
how to deal with sin in the church. But before we talk about how, Pastor Tony helps us see the 
why. 

 
1. Tolerating Sin Is Evil 
  

 In the first two verses, what is the church tolerating?  
 
 What should they do instead?  

 
2. Confronting Sinners is Loving 
 

Too often, we do not mourn over sin. Sometimes we ignore grievous sin, and sometimes we get 
angry and confront the sinner with too much energy and force. All of these approaches are out 
of balance. Pastor Tony gives us the biblical approach to confronting sinners in the church. 

 
• Privately Talk To Them In Humility   

 
|HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ GALATIANS 6:1. 

 
 What is the approach to dealing with someone walking in sin? 
 
 What should our attitude be? 
 

 |HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JAMES 5:20. 
 

In Galatians 6:1, we see what we are to do. Then, James 5:20 tells us why. 
 
 Why do we confront sinners? 
 
But what if we approach someone with gentleness and humility, with tears and pleading, and 
they do not repent? What do we do then? 

 
• Publicly Remove Them As A Last Resort 

 
|HAVE A VOLUNTEER RE-READ 1 CORINTHIANS 5:1-5. 
 

What has Paul done "in the spirit" as if he were there with the Corinthians? 
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Following Paul’s lead, what is the church body to do with the unrepentant sinner? 
 

Delivering someone to “Satan for the destruction of the flesh" sounds harsh and unloving. But, 
the rest of verse 5 gives us the reason or purpose, "that his spirit may be saved in the day of 
Lord." So, what does it mean to deliver someone over to Satan?   

In this message, Pastor Tony explained the concept of a hedge of protection around believers. 
As Christians, we all have God's protection covering and keeping us from the attacks of Satan. 
Satan even complains to God about his protection of Job in Job 1:10. “Have you not put a hedge 
around him and his household and everything he has?” (Job 1:10) 

As Pastor Tony said in his message, God provides a hedge of protection and blessings just by 
being in covenant and fellowship with a local Church. But whenever you rebel against God or 
remove yourself from church or, as in this situation, be removed from the church, that hedge is 
gone. 

 
 3. Repenting of Sin is Healthy 

 | HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 2 CORINTHIANS 2:5-8. 
 
Leader: In this passage, Paul discusses the same situation we are reading about in 1 Corinthians 
5. In the first letter to the church at Corinth, Paul tells the church what to do with an 
unrepentant man. In these verses, Paul tells the church how to respond now that the man has 
repented.  
 
 What is Paul telling the church to do since the man repented? 
 
 Why? 

 
Compare Paul’s instructions to the parable of the Prodigal Son. How did the father 
respond when the son repented? 
 

| HAVE A VOLUNTEER RE-READ 1 CORINTHIANS 5:6-13. 
 
According to these verses, what is another reason for repenting of sin? How much of 
our lives and those around us are affected by our sins? 
 

 
Apply 
 

What sin do you need to repent of? (1 Cor. 5:11) 
 
Is there someone you need to lovingly, gently confront? If so, make a plan. 
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If you need to confront someone, first, fast and pray. While praying, ask God to show you any 
attitude or actions you need to repent of. Then gently go one on one and talk to the person. If 
they do not repent, bring along someone else who can listen to both of you and try to resolve 
the issue. We confront, but it's best to confront gently and in brokenness. And, when someone 
is in sin and refuses to repent, we must take it to the leadership.  

 
Pray  
 
Father, please give us the faith and courage to confront sin in the church. Please keep us in 
balance so that we engage gently but firmly. Please help us to always confront with mercy and 
grace, not anger or pride. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 
 
Dig Deeper 

BE WISE ABOUT … CHURCH DISCIPLINE 

1 Corinthians 5 

The church at Corinth was not only a divided church, but it was also a disgraced church. There was sin in 
the assembly and, sad to say, everybody knew about it. But the church was slow to do anything about it. 

No church is perfect, but human imperfection must never be an excuse for sin. Just as parents must 
discipline their children in love, so local churches must exercise discipline over the members of the 
assembly. Church discipline is not a group of “pious policemen” out to catch a criminal. Rather, it is a 
group of brokenhearted brothers and sisters seeking to restore an erring member of the family. 

Since some of the members at Corinth did not want to face the situation and change it, Paul 
presented to the church three important considerations. 

Consider the Church (1 Cor. 5:1–13) 

“What will this sin do to the church?” is certainly an important consideration. Christians are “called to 
be saints” (1 Cor. 1:2), and this means holy living to the glory of God. If a Christian loves his church, he 
will not stand by and permit sin to weaken it and perhaps ruin its testimony. 

How should we respond? Paul gave three specific instructions for the church to follow. 
Mourn over the sin (vv. 1–2). This is the word used for mourning over the dead, which is perhaps the 

deepest and most painful kind of personal sorrow possible. Instead of mourning, the people at Corinth 
were puffed up. They were boasting of the fact that their church was so “open-minded” that even 
fornicators could be members in good standing! 

The sin in question was a form of incest: a professed Christian (and a member of the church) was 
living with his stepmother in a permanent alliance. Since Paul does not pass judgment on the woman (1 
Cor. 5:9–13), we assume that she was not a member of the assembly and probably not even a Christian. 
This kind of sin was condemned by the Old Testament Law (Lev. 18:6–8; 20:11) as well as by the laws of 
the Gentile nations. Paul shamed the church by saying, “Even the unsaved Gentiles don’t practice this 
kind of sin!” 

While it is true that the Christian life is a feast (1 Cor. 5:8), there are times when it becomes a funeral. 
Whenever a Christian brother or sister sins, it is time for the family to mourn and to seek to help the 
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fallen believer (Gal. 6:1–2). The offending brother in Corinth was “dead” as far as the things of the Lord 
were concerned. He was out of fellowship with the Lord and with those in the church who were living 
separated lives. 

Judge the sin (vv. 3–5). While Christians are not to judge one another’s motives (Matt. 7:1–5) or 
ministries (1 Cor. 4:5), we are certainly expected to be honest about each other’s conduct. In my own 
pastoral ministry, I have never enjoyed having to initiate church discipline; but since it is commanded in 
the Scriptures, we must obey God and set personal feelings aside. 

Paul described here an official church meeting at which the offender was dealt with according to 
divine instructions. Public sin must be publicly judged and condemned. (For our Lord’s instructions about 
discipline, study Matt. 18:15–20.) The sin was not to be “swept under the rug”; for, after all, it was known 
far and wide even among the unsaved who were outside the church. 

The church was to gather together and expel the offender. Note the strong words that Paul used to 
instruct them: “taken away from among you” (1 Cor. 5:2), “deliver such an one unto Satan” (1 Cor. 5:5), 
“purge out” (1 Cor. 5:7), and “put away” (1 Cor. 5:13). Paul did not suggest that they handle the offender 
gently. Of course, we assume that first the spiritual leaders of the church sought to restore the man 
personally. 

This was to be done by the authority of Jesus Christ—in His name—and not simply on the authority 
of the local church. Church membership is a serious thing and must not be treated carelessly or lightly. 

What does it mean to deliver a Christian “unto Satan”? It does not mean to deprive him of salvation, 
since it is not the church that grants salvation to begin with. When a Christian is in fellowship with the 
Lord and with the local church, he enjoys a special protection from Satan. But when he is out of 
fellowship with God and excommunicated from the local church, he is “fair game” for the enemy. God 
could permit Satan to attack the offender’s body so that the sinning believer would repent and return to 
the Lord. 

Purge the sin (vv. 6–13). The image here is that of the Passover supper (Ex. 12). Jesus is the Lamb of 
God who shed His blood to deliver us from sin (John 1:29; 1 Peter 1:18–25). The Jews in Egypt were 
delivered from death by the application of the blood of the lamb. Following the application of the blood, 
the Jewish families ate the Passover supper. One of the requirements was that no yeast (leaven) be 
found anywhere in their dwellings. Even the bread at the feast was to be unleavened. 

Leaven is a picture of sin. It is small but powerful; it works secretly; it “puffs up” the dough; it spreads. 
The sinning church member in Corinth was like a piece of yeast: he was defiling the entire loaf of bread 
(the congregation). It was like a cancer in the body that needed to be removed by drastic surgery. 

The church must purge itself of “old leaven”—the things that belong to the “old life” before we 
trusted Christ. We must also get rid of malice and wickedness (there was a great deal of hard feelings 
between members of the Corinthian church) and replace them with sincerity and truth. As a loaf of bread 
(1 Cor. 10:17), the local church must be as pure as possible. 

However, the church must not judge and condemn those who are outside the faith. That judgment 
is future, and God will take care of it. In 1 Corinthians 5:9–13, Paul emphasized once again the 
importance of separation from the world. Christians are not to be isolated, but separated. We cannot 
avoid contact with sinners, but we can avoid contamination by sinners. 

If a professed Christian is guilty of the sins named here, the church must deal with him. Individual 
members are not to “company” with him (1 Cor. 5:9—“get mixed up with, associate intimately”). They 
are not to eat with him, which could refer to private hospitality or more likely the public observance of 
the Lord’s Supper (see 1 Cor. 11:23–34). 
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Church discipline is not easy or popular, but it is important. If it is done properly, God can use it to 
convict and restore an erring believer. Second Corinthians 2:1–11 indicates that this man did repent and 
was restored to fellowship.1 
 

 
1 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 586–
587. 


